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Summary 
With judicial leadership and support, it is possible for every CASA program to have a significant impact on 
educational outcomes for the foster children served by volunteers. 
 
The juvenile court has enormous responsibilities for the well-being of dependent children under the 
court’s jurisdiction. The mandate of both federal and state law is to protect these children and keep them 
safe. The court must also oversee their care to ensure that they are healthy, well cared for and that they 
receive appropriate education. Judges cannot do this work themselves—we must rely on others to care 
for these children. The state provides social workers from children’s services agencies and social service 
agencies to monitor the cases of these children and to take steps to ensure that they receive adequate 
health, mental health and educational services. However, social workers are typically over-worked, with 
high caseloads, and do not have the time to follow children to the doctor’s office, to therapy sessions or to 
school. It is in this last area, in particular, that CASA volunteers can assist the child. 
 
CASA volunteers can be very effective advocates for children in the school system. In Santa Clara 
County, the court and CASA program work closely together to improve educational outcomes for children. 
We do so in several ways.  
 
First, the juvenile court judge convenes a meeting of educational leaders in the community once every 
three months. Those at the meeting include school principals, children’s attorneys, CASA volunteers, 
other attorneys who practice in the juvenile dependency courts, children’s services representatives and 
other interested parties. The meetings address issues large and small that impact educational outcomes 
for foster children. They include transportation, special education, new legislation and any other matters 
of interest to those at the meeting. We do not discuss the cases of individual children.  
 
Second, our local CASA program has an educational specialist (a retired teacher with special training) 
who is ready to consult with any of the volunteers concerning educational issues facing the child they are 
working with. The specialist also attends the educational meetings. She provides guidance to volunteers 
on such issues as Individualized Education Program (IEP) meetings, the transfer of school records and 
advocacy within the school system.  
 
Third, the presiding judge sponsors a luncheon each year for 11th- and 12th-grade foster children who 
have the interest and ability to go further than high school. In attendance at the luncheon are several 
philanthropists who are interested in assisting these children in their efforts. The goal that has been 
established by the judge is that every foster child who has the interest and ability to go further in his or her 
educational pursuits be supported in those efforts. Recently, a local university has opened its doors to this 
effort and will be sponsoring events on campus to acquaint foster youth with the university and help them 
apply and attend. Several additional philanthropists have come to these meetings. The foster children 
who attend these events are usually accompanied by their CASA volunteers. 
 
Fourth, the Department of Family and Children’s Services has designated one of its social workers as an 
expert in educational issues. This specially trained social worker is available for consultation to all social 
workers regarding educational issues and will assign the most difficult to herself, if necessary. This expert 
also works with the CASA educational specialist. 
 
Fifth, the judge has at the bench letters to parents about their educational rights including their right to 
demand that the school test their child and determine whether their child should have an IEP. The judge 
also gives out other materials that encourage parents to be more active in educational issues relating to 
their children. 
 
Finally, the judge removes parental educational rights when necessary and appoints an educational 
representative for the child. That person is often a CASA volunteer. 
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Our experience is that the CASA volunteer is very effective in advocating for the child in the school 
setting.  
 
Foster children have many challenges in the school setting. They may change schools often. They are 
unlikely to have help with homework or encouragement at home to work on school projects. They face 
challenges when they go onto higher education because they often do not have a place to live or family to 
support them. In all of these areas, a CASA volunteer has proven to be a critical support for foster 
children. With judicial leadership and support, it is possible for every CASA program to have a significant 
impact on educational outcomes for the foster children served by volunteers. 
 
Back to top 
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	Summary�Five national organizations partner to raise awareness of the educational needs of dependent children.
	The National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges, the National CASA Association, the American Bar Association Center on Children and the Law, the Child Welfare League of America and Casey Family Programs have partnered to improve educational outc
	The goals of this collaboration are to increase awareness of the educational needs of children and youth in foster care; to inform and promote best and promising practices; to engage the education community regarding the needs of young people in foster c
	Key priorities for the partnership members in 2005 are:
	To champion the adoption and use of the judicial education Checklist recently published by the National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges
	To broadly disseminate an upcoming publication by
	To disseminate the e-learning educational advocacy curriculum designed by the National CASA Association
	To utilize the partners’ respective organizationa
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	Debbie Straub and Susan Weiss, Casey Family Programs
	Summary�For children and youth in foster care, education has the potential to be a positive counterweight to abuse, neglect, separation, instability and impermanence.
	For children and youth in foster care, education has the potential to be a positive counterweight to abuse, neglect, separation, instability and impermanence. Positive school experiences enhance well-being, help youth make more successful transitions to
	In 2004, Casey Family Programs developed a framework for education practice entitled A Road Map for Learning: Improving Educational Outcomes in Foster Care (order hard copy or download for free: www.casey.org/Resources/Publications/RoadMapForLearning.ht
	A Road Map for Learning addresses 11 key education objectives that are critical to successful educational outcomes for youth in care:
	Provide school placement stability.
	Secure and maintain accurate and accessible school records.
	Facilitate collaboration and training among all involved systems.
	Train caregivers to be education advocates at school and at home.
	Provide education advocates and education specialists/advocates.
	Give youth access to supplemental education supports and services.
	Address special education needs as appropriate to the youth.
	Decrease disparate outcomes for youth of color.
	Ensure that youth are literate, acquire basic skills and have extracurricular opportunities.
	Prepare youth to achieve their postsecondary education, training and career goals.
	Promote public policies that support education during and after care.
	The third objective, facilitate collaboration and training among all involved systems, addresses the pivotal role that judges play in ensuring that the educational needs of children and youth are being addressed. In December 2002, TeamChild, with support
	As part of the Casey-funded project, NCJFCJ published a technical assistance brief that supports the use of the Checklist by the judiciary. Asking the Right Questions: A Judicial Checklist to Ensure that the Educational Needs of Children and Youth in Fos
	Feedback was obtained by NCJFCJ from young people who are or were a part of the foster care system. Judges were also given the opportunity to field-test the Checklist and tailor the instrument to suit the needs of their jurisdiction. Feedback from the ju
	Change in practice—Judges reported that after usi
	Use of the Checklist as a reminder—Judges reporte
	Use of the Checklist as an accountability mechani
	Use of the Checklist as a collaborative tool—Judg
	The Checklist offers a promising tool to support educational advocacy for youth in foster care, and Casey Family Programs is looking forward to learning more about its impact on the educational outcomes of youth in care. The Checklist, accompanied by a T
	No matter what educational services or advocacy are provided, youth must remain at the heart of the work. It must be the needs, dreams and aspirations of the children and youth in foster care that drive the efforts to support and facilitate positive educ
	By engaging in collaborative relationships that cross multiple systems including the child welfare, education and judicial systems, and by employing promising tools such as the Checklist, the important work that needs to be done will be accomplished.
	Other Promising Practices and Resources to Support Educational Advocacy
	Endless Dreams: Building an Educational Community Supportive of Youth in Foster and Out-of-Home Care. Contact Debbie Staub, Casey Family Programs, (206) 282-7300.
	Make a Difference in a Child’s Life and Toolkit f
	For additional resources, see the article by Joey Binard in this issue.
	The Permanency Planning for Children Department (PPCD) of the National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges (NCJFCJ) plays a vital role in nationwide collaborative efforts to address the educational needs, outcomes and transitional issues of a
	Increasing court oversight and judicial leadership
	Enhancing communication and outreach to the educational community
	Coordinating the sharing of information among the court, child welfare agency and local school district(s), especially with respect to school records
	Developing multi-disciplinary trainings focused specifically on educational issues
	Implementing specific innovations and programs designed to ensure educational placement stability, specifically targeted educational services and better educational outcomes for children and youth in foster care
	The overall goal of these reform efforts is to bring educational issues for children and youth in foster care to the forefront and to ensure that educational issues are incorporated into all aspects of case planning and decision-making.
	Judicial Leadership—Judicial leadership and stron
	Judges must inquire about the educational history, placement, status, special needs and achievement of each child in foster care.
	Judges must set clear expectations for practice and hold all parties accountable for providing necessary information to the bench.
	Judges must take a leadership role in outreach to the educational community and encourage collaborative efforts.
	Judges must be aware of educational resources in their community and how they are accessed.
	To support these judicial leadership activities, a number of Model Courts have developed tools and judicial checklists to support active judicial oversight and better decision-making with respect to educational issues.
	Through strong judicial leadership, Model Courts have implemented policies to facilitate stability in educational placements. For example:
	Discouraging multiple school transfers and requiring a clear articulation of why a change in educational placement is in the best interest of the child
	Implementing policies that restrict transferring a child from one school to another purely as a consequence of a change in foster care placement
	Encouraging case workers and foster parents to address transportation barriers that may otherwise require a school transfer
	Best practices suggest that judges should talk with children and youth about their educational experiences, achievements and challenges as well as their educational and career goals and aspirations. Benchmark permanency hearings have been instituted in a
	Ensuring Accurate and Accessible School Records and Increasing Educational Information Made Available to the Court:
	Revising court reports and service plans to inclu
	Enhancing management information systems to support better sharing of child-specific educational information
	Increasing Communication and Outreach to the Educ
	Inclusion of representatives from the local educational community on multi-disciplinary advisory committees focused on systems reform in foster care cases
	Development of subcommittees focused specifically on educational issues
	Regular meetings among the court, child welfare agency and local school boards, superintendents, administrators and other education professionals
	Multi-Disciplinary Training—A number of jurisdict
	Educational Liaisons—Although performing somewhat
	With a grant from Casey Family Programs and the participation of TeamChild, the PPCD has recently published a judicial education Checklist and Technical Assistance Brief designed to support the judiciary in advancing the educational progress of young peo
	The PPCD has also entered into a national partner
	For more information about the PPCD, the reform efforts of the Model Courts and additional publications and resources, visit www.ncjfcj.org/dept/ppcd/. You may also contact the PPCD at (775) 327-5300.
	Some other publication resources available to you:
	“Improving Educational Outcomes for Youth in Fost
	“The Foster Care Independence Act of 1999 and the
	“Child Victims Act Model Court Status Report—2003
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	Using the Judicial Educational Checklist: “Asking
	Judge Ernestine Gray, New Orleans, Louisiana and Past President of NCJFCJ
	Summary�The judicial education Checklist asks questions designed to obtain the information that youth in foster care want judges to know about their educational pursuits.
	After more than 20 years on the bench, I am still searching for tools to help me become a more effective and thorough judge and thereby improve outcomes for children who enter the foster care system. Among my desired tools was one to track educational ou
	Based on the work that I have been involved in with the National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges, the Child Welfare League of America and Casey Family Programs, I believed that providing an adequate education for children in foster care must
	With high caseloads and Adoption and Safe Familie
	While I have always spent time in hearings inquir
	I particularly like the way that the Checklist is organized and the fact that a focus group of young adults who have been in foster care provided input about the content of the Checklist. This means that the judicial education Checklist asks questions de
	The Checklist is designed as a tool to assist judges in asking the right questions to ensure that the educational needs of children in foster care are being appropriately monitored and addressed. I believe that if judges use the Checklist, all other stak
	Whether we reunite children with their families, 
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	Leonard Edwards, Supervising Judge, Juvenile Dependency Court, Santa Clara County, California and Past President of NCJFCJ
	Summary�With judicial leadership and support, it is possible for every CASA program to have a significant impact on educational outcomes for the foster children served by volunteers.
	The juvenile court has enormous responsibilities 
	CASA volunteers can be very effective advocates for children in the school system. In Santa Clara County, the court and CASA program work closely together to improve educational outcomes for children. We do so in several ways.
	First, the juvenile court judge convenes a meetin
	Second, our local CASA program has an educational specialist (a retired teacher with special training) who is ready to consult with any of the volunteers concerning educational issues facing the child they are working with. The specialist also attends 
	Third, the presiding judge sponsors a luncheon each year for 11th- and 12th-grade foster children who have the interest and ability to go further than high school. In attendance at the luncheon are several philanthropists who are interested in assisting
	Fourth, the Department of Family and Children’s S
	Fifth, the judge has at the bench letters to parents about their educational rights including their right to demand that the school test their child and determine whether their child should have an IEP. The judge also gives out other materials that encou
	Finally, the judge removes parental educational rights when necessary and appoints an educational representative for the child. That person is often a CASA volunteer.
	Our experience is that the CASA volunteer is very effective in advocating for the child in the school setting.
	Foster children have many challenges in the school setting. They may change schools often. They are unlikely to have help with homework or encouragement at home to work on school projects. They face challenges when they go onto higher education because t
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	National CASA Trains Volunteers in Educational Advocacy
	Tracy Flynn, National CASA Association Training Director
	Summary�A CASA/GAL volunteer is in a unique position to know of and have access to the widest array of services and support for dependent children.
	The National CASA Association supports efforts to
	Children learn; it is their full-time job.
	Education is a critical part of the health and well-being of children.
	Education can provide the tools for a successful and fulfilling life without limits.
	All children have the right to an education that 
	The education environment should encourage children to reach their full potential and to pursue their dreams beyond high school.
	Your education is your own; no one can take it from you.
	Children in care, through no fault of their own, often face additional barriers to meeting their education needs.
	Special education is a service, not a place.
	The CASA/GAL volunteer role in educational outcomes is to:
	Ask questions related to the child’s education.
	Be the squeaky wheel. (For many children, parents and guardians serve as the squeaky wheel to which the school responds. But who plays that role for a child in the system?)
	Talk to children about their needs and wishes regarding their education.
	Ask questions of all the adults involved in makin
	Act as a communication “bridge” among various ins
	Work on behalf of the child to ensure that school needs are being addressed by someone.
	Be the educational advocate or, more often, identify the educational advocate who will help a child find a successful route through the educational system and beyond.
	Develop and recommend strategies to the child welfare system and the court to overcome barriers to an effective educational plan.
	Explore ways to improve overall success; support and recommend changes that may be required for learning.
	Identify the caring adults within a child’s schoo
	Ensure that the court has all the information needed about the school situation so that the judge can make appropriate orders and case plans.
	National CASA is working in collaboration with Casey Family Programs, the Child Welfare League of America (CWLA), the ABA Center on Children and the Law and the National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges (NCJFCJ) to offer training resources
	To date, National CASA has conducted training at the national level on this issue for its board of directors and the directors of state CASA/GAL organizations. The Association has offered day-long intensive sessions and 90-minute workshops at its nationa
	Technical assistance requests on the topic of education are one of the most frequent areas of inquiry. In response, manuals in both print and CD-ROM format, developed by TeamChild and Casey, have been distributed to all state CASA/GAL offices. In additio
	The following is a sample of efforts within the CASA/GAL network related to the issue of educational advocacy. This listing does not represent all states engaged in providing additional resources. Readers are advised to contact their state CASA/GAL assoc
	California
	California has developed an Educational Advocacy Project (EAP). The EAP will train CASA case supervisors in all 43 local program offices across the state. In addition to case supervisor training, cross-disciplinary training will be co-sponsored by Cali
	New York
	In April 2005, New York CASA began providing regional training in collaboration with existing educational networks. The program has developed an Educational Issues Checklist specific to New York state law to assist each CASA volunteer in asking the right
	Washington
	Washington State CASA has been involved in this e
	Editors Note: For more information on training opportunities offered by National CASA on educational issues as well as referrals to other resources, contact Tracy Flynn, training director, at (800) 628-3233, ext. 238.
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	American Bar Association Makes Educational Needs of Foster Youth a Priority
	Andrea Khoury, Assistant Staff Director, American Bar Association Center on Children and the Law
	Summary�Studies show that youth in foster care with unmet educational needs are at higher risk for homelessness, poverty, public assistance and juvenile or adult court involvement. The ABA Center on Children and the Law offers a variety of resources to h
	Of the over 500,000 youth in foster care, approximately half will remain in the system for close to a year, and one-third will remain for more than three years. Children in care have higher rates of grade retention, lower academic skills as measured by s
	The ABA Center on Children and the Law, with support from the National Child Welfare Resource Center on Legal and Judicial Issues, has made the education needs of children in foster care a priority. The ABA published Learning Curves: Education Advocacy f
	The National Child Welfare Resource Center on You
	The ABA has created a web page devoted to education issues for youth in foster care. The web page can be found at www.abanet.org/child/rclji/education/home.html. The page is a collection of documents, both national in scope and specific to states, that a
	The ABA has also established a listserv where professionals focusing on education needs of youth in foster care have a unique opportunity to share ideas, pose questions and gain insight into education issues and promising practices. To subscribe to the l
	Recognizing the importance of education to the well-being of children and youth, in 2004 the ABA adopted a new policy supporting educational access and stability for homeless children and youth as well as children and youth placed by public agencies in o
	The new ABA policy urges the US Department of Edu
	Furthermore, the policy urges Congress and the Department of Education as well as state and local education agencies to
	Implement recommendations from the 2003 report of the White House Task Force for Disadvantaged Youth to improve the quality of education for children and youth in public agency custody; establish a federal advocate and interagency committee on the educat
	Improve “child find,” expedited assessments and s
	Enforce federal laws that encourage child welfare agencies to give adults caring for children and youth in out-of-home settings up-to-date educational records when available and laws that encourage each case plan to include names and addresses of educati
	Finally, the ABA policy urges lawyers, judges and leaders of the organized bar to seek changes in law, policy and practice to help remove impediments to uninterrupted education access and to help ensure prompt provision of education services, including s
	This article is adapted from reports submitted to the ABA House of Delegates in support of the respective policy resolutions. For more information on educational access and stability as it relates to children in foster care, contact Kathleen McNaught at
	Editor’s Note: For additional helpful articles on
	ABA CourtWorks:
	“ABA Adopts Child Welfare Agency Attorney Standar
	ABA Child Law Practice:
	“Creative Ways to Meet Education Needs of Childre
	“Education Advocacy in Child Welfare Cases: Key I
	“Meeting the Education Needs of Young Children in
	“Navigating the Special Education Process,” Kathl
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	Improving Outcomes for Older Youth
	Andrea Khoury, Assistant Staff Director, American Bar Association Center on Children and the Law
	Summary
	What do judges and lawyers need to know to help adolescents make a successful transition as they leave foster care?
	The statistics concerning adolescents aging out of foster care are staggering:
	One out of four experience at least one night of homelessness in the first year out of foster care.
	Only 55% have graduated from high school.
	Four out of ten have become parents.
	Fewer than 20% are completely self-supporting.
	It is time to make changes and make adolescent permanency a priority. But what can we do? How can we make a difference in their lives?
	The National Resource Center on Youth Development in conjunction with the American Bar Association Center on Children and the Law has published a guidebook for judges and lawyers addressing the question: what can we do? The following is a brief introduct
	Outcomes for Older Youth goes through much of the relevant federal law addressing adolescents aging out of foster care, highlighting the key issues in four major areas: education, health, employment and housing. It also addresses unique issues for the fo
	There are two federal laws discussed in Outcomes for Older Youth that judges and practitioners should know when dealing with adolescent clients:
	The McKinney-Vento Act1 requires that children and youth in homeless situations receive a free, appropriate public education and removes obstacles that delay enrollment or prevent education access.2 Any child that lacks a regular nighttime residence is c
	McKinney-Vento requires a liaison in each school district. Advocates should contact the McKinney-Vento liaison in their school district for assistance in getting these adolescents enrolled in school and should investigate how the state or jurisdiction de
	The Foster Care Independence Act \(Chafee\)3 w�
	In the past, independent living funds could not be used for housing for youth between 18 and 21. Many youth found themselves homeless when they were discharged from foster care. Chafee now allows up to 30% of federal money to be used to provide housing f
	1  42 U.S.C.A. § 11431 et seq. \(2004\).
	2  McKnaught, Kathleen. Improving Outcomes for Older Youth: What Attorneys and Judges Must Know. 2004.
	3  42 U.S.C. § 677 \(2004\).
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	The Kenny A. Case: Illustrating the Complementary Roles of CASA Volunteers and Attorneys
	Judge Michael Key, LaGrange, Georgia, member of the board of trustees of the National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges and Michael S. Piraino, CEO of the National CASA Association
	Summary�The coupling of competent and committed attorneys and an adequate number of CASA/GAL volunteers is probably the best advocacy model for children.
	Kenny A. is a six-year-old boy, a young man reall
	Kenny was placed around the age of nine months with a foster family that made it clear up front that they could not adopt him. Close to one year later, Kenny was still in the same home, closely bonded to his foster family and doing quite well. He was sta
	During Kenny’s third year of life, he had at leas
	So, what does the Kenny A. case have to do with C
	Judge Shoob went even further to find that such a
	Meeting with the child prior to court hearings and when apprised of emergencies or significant events impacting the child
	Conducting investigations and discovery, including interviewing individuals involved with the child, such as caseworkers and foster parents, and reviewing all judicial, medical, social services, educational and other records pertaining to the child
	Evaluating the child’s need for particular servic
	Monitoring the implementation of all court orders and participating in all hearings
	Filing all relevant motions and appeals
	Judge Shoob also found that in deprivation procee
	After reviewing the extensive discovery in the ca
	The Kenny A. case raises more questions than it a
	The full implications of the Kenny A. case for CASA/GAL programs are too numerous and complex to address in this limited space, but there are several significant points that can be made.
	First, Judge Shoob recognizes the value to the co
	Second, the minimum standards for effective legal representation set out in the order fall squarely within the scope of responsibility of CASA/GAL volunteers, with the exception of filing motions and appeals.
	Both of these points suggest what is probably the best realistic model for ensuring that the interests of children in deprivation cases are protected, which is the coupling of competent and committed attorneys and CASA/GAL volunteers in sufficient number
	However the Kenny A. case unfolds, much discussion must take place about its implications for CASA/GAL programs around the country. Your comments are welcome; Michael Key can be reached at (706) 884-6601 or by fax at (706) 884-5909.
	Editor’s Note: For a summary of the Kenny A. case
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	An Overview of NCJFCJ’s Curriculum—Judicial Leade
	Douglas F. Johnson, Judge, Separate Juvenile Court of Douglas County, Omaha, Nebraska
	Summary�This curriculum is designed to help juvenile and family court judges deal with ethical issues as they are increasingly asked by their communities to participate in community-based programs relating to children and families.
	On September 25, 2003, Dennis Archer, then presid
	The National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges (NCJFCJ) has developed a new curriculum entitled Judicial Leadership and Ethics: Focused on Improved Outcomes in Dependency Cases. [To order, call (775) 784-6222.] This curriculum is designed t
	The Judicial Leadership and Ethics curriculum focuses its attention on the ethical issues arising under abuse and neglect cases, but is just as applicable to all types of juvenile cases and issues. The curriculum is divided into three chapters. The first
	Chapter One: “Working with the National Judicial 
	Chapter One discusses the extensive history of th
	This chapter also includes a crucial reminder tha
	Chapter Two: “Judicial Leadership and Ethics in D

	Chapter Two breaks down specific issues dealing with Canons 1-5 and provides examples from various jurisdictions throughout the country.
	A few issues under Canon 1 are the public’s confi
	Key discussion issues outlined under Canon 2 are the casual environment in some juvenile and dependency courts; the status of juvenile and family court dockets as compared to other dockets; whether a judge can preside over a dependency hearing and still
	A few Canon 3 issues discussed in the curriculum are how to establish a cultural and community-sensitive courtroom; the overrepresentation of minority youth in abuse and neglect cases and foster care; and ASFA timelines.
	A highly important issue falling under the contro
	Finally, several issues considered in connection 
	In addition to canon-specific information, Chapter Two also contains a bibliography of sources and a list of websites that might provide additional information for a presenter or participant regarding judicial ethics training.
	There is also a review of NCJFCJ’s Key Issues Cur
	In discussing the topic of judicial leadership, t
	The Project also discovered that ex parte information poses a difficult conflict for most juvenile and family court judges because on the one hand they are expected to be learned and knowledgeable and on the other hand they are to avoid receiving ex part
	One judge, when commenting on the role of a juven
	Chapter Three: Instructor’s Manual

	This chapter provides judicial ethics and leadership presenters with sample teaching agendas for all types and sizes of audience. Examples of the sample agendas include a keynote address, panel presentation, workshop and a daylong session. An especially
	Conclusion

	The Judicial Leadership and Ethics curriculum pro
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	Online Resources: Educational Issues for Children and Youth in Foster Care
	Joey Binard, Manager of Technical Assistance at the National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges and Editor of Brevity, a weekly e-newsletter
	Summary�Joey Binard of NCJFCJ highlights web resources related to educational advocacy.
	General Resources
	Casey Family Programs
	A Road Map for Learning: Improving Educational Outcomes in Foster Care is a guide for everyone working towards successful educational outcomes for youth in foster care or out-of-home care. It provides a framework for collaboration across federal, state a
	Improving Family Foster Care: Findings from the Northwest Foster Care Alumni Study provides newly released results from a study focused on the long-term effects of foster care on individuals who are now young adults, ages 20-33, in the areas of mental he
	More than half of study participants reported clinical levels of at least one of the following mental health problems: major depression, PTSD, social phobia, panic syndrome and drug dependence.
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